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ANOVEL WAY TO SEE ITALY’S COUNTRYSIDE—AND A SURE WAY TO BE SEEN THERE—
IS TO TRAVEL THE BACK ROADS IN AN ANTIQUE ITALIAN CAR.
BY JAMES STURZ




Via Flaminia

URROUNDED BY OLIVE TREES AND GRAPEVINLES
at the open-air trattoria in Vetralla, 40 miles north of Rome.
we had eaten Lallo Piergentili's aged cheeses, cured meats,

and pappardelle with wild boar. Mow he walked with us | prevent us from leaving and continung our journey norl

from his restaurant to the imrklny lot, careving a tin of his I have made the 300-mile ek between Rome amd Mila
own olive oal.“ This is a gift,” he said.“Bue first, can [ take 2 | many omes and by various means. On the autostrada, th
picture?” My wife, Paula, and 1 stepped out of the way | ride takes five and a half hours, without espresso sops, A
while Lallo focused his cell phone'’s camera on our car, a train ride, during which the espresso s delivered o v
white 1964 Lancia Flaminia Superleggera convernble, with | seat, is an hour quicker. A plane flight is only 65wt
a body by Carrozzeria Touring. 1 hope you'll come back,” | But last fall, Paula and [ made the trip moa novel way, ol

he satd, grinning and resting his hand on the door, as if to Lancia and two other antique Italian cars, wending pas
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The authar and his wife, Paula, drove from Bome to Milas in an Alfa Bemes 1600 Spider Duetio (top),
a Lageato-bodied Fial (second from left), and a Laneio Flaminia Superfeggera (right),
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Via Flgminic
N

roads and antigque racecars on tracks,

The Lancia Flamimia, m which we
started our trip, is named for the circ
third-century BC road that connects
Foome to Rimini. (Through the 1960k
Lancia had a custom of naming its car
after ancient Fooman roads.) The car »
one of just 847 Flaminia convertibles
that Lancia produced from 1962 1w
1964, and it is an heir of the 1951k
Aurclia, in which Lancia introduced i
first V-6 engnine. It is a powerful car and,
at 15 feet long, a S'I.:LH'!}' one.

The Lancia and other wvehicles in
Vintage Car'’s stable do not come with
seat beles, arbags, or power steering
However, you can expect to be given
the right-of-way at all intersection
because the Ttalian drivers will want o
watch vou pass.

AULA AND | BEGAN our toui
Roome, at the 12-room Villi Spal
_ et Trivelli, located across from
the Palazeo Quirinale, where Ttaly's pres
ident lives, Before receiving the Lanc
we toured the city on chauffeur-driven
antique Vespas provided by Vintage Cir
Our plan was o stick to back roads

throughout the trip, but first we wanted
to explore the Appian Way, the road
buile by the Riomans in the fourth e

tary BC that is considered the world

first highway. We zipped past the rune
of the Terme di Caracalla, following
the road’s great stone blocks, under the
branches of eypresses and pines. [ hal

toured Rome many omes before, anl
medieval castles, farmlands, vineyards, hilltop villages, and | this was the best way to see the city.
chestrut forests, We completed the route in four days—after [ also have battled Rome traffic before, so | was glad to
spending two days in Rome=—and savored every minute. ‘ pick up the Lancia the following day in Cervereri, a sisth
Italy by Vintage Car, a Massachusetts company with | century BOC Etruscan necropolis that is located approw
operations in Rome, orchestrated the drive. The business | mately 45 minutes outside the city. There, in a parking lo.
launched in August, and ies first full season of operation will | 1 received a quick driving lesson, as all Vintage Car client
begin in mid-April and run through October, Through its | do. [ also took advantage of some practice nme, during
rélationships with antique-car rental agencies and private | which 1 worked the clutch and stick shift and dodged o
collectors, the company has access to Alfa Fomeos, Fiats, | few tour buses,
and Lancias made from the 1950s to the early "70s, includ- | At the parking lot, we met Marco Bernardin, a 6-foot-3
ing many convertibles. Vintage Car offers trips of various | antique-car racer and mechanic from Florence, He would
routes and lengths, and they include stays at some of lalys | trail us from a distance during our drive,ind each night he
top hotels. This fall, the company also will begin offering | would check the tres and engine, fill the rank, and wah
trips through Tuscany and Emilia-Romagna, during which | and polish the car. He also would transport our lurzgage m
you will be able to drive antique Ferrari sports cars on | his van and carry spare parts, Jumping out of the van w ith 1

The 1964 Lancie, with its upright, recessed grille, smiled for a photo in front of the Duome i Orvieto.
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Via Flaminia

The Alfa was lithe and light at just 2,400 pouns,
and with its top down, we tore past castles, farmhouses,
vineyards, and orchards of prickly pears.

cigarette in his mouth and a serewdrives
hand, Marco would work miracles in the event
of problems, such as when the Lancia became
boxed in at the bottom of a hall, For me, Marco's
presence was reassuring, and Paula also apprec
ated having him around. 1 like ham even bewer
than the ears,” she declared.

It did not take us too long to get vsed
Lancia or its ham. We headed north the
Lazio, past the walled city of Tuscama, where
ours was hardly the oldest velicle on the o
We passed one of the townstolk pilonng
pulled by a donkey. With the Lancia's top down
I could look through, around, or over the wand
shield and see the Italian countrvside all around
us. There were moads for guii:;: slomly, cumves for
having fun, straightaways for leeting it all out, and
steep slopes for admiring the scenerv. And on all

of the roads, other cars were scarce
The perir exnchanged 1:‘-;—.!.!!-! Romen (top) for the Fiat -:__I"hrr arriving in Florence (above).
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Via Flaminia

We rounded Lake Bolsena, the largest volcanic lake in
Europe, and pulled inte Bagnoregio as night was arriving,
More than 50 years ago, the town served as the main loca-
ton for Federico Fellinis La Strada, the Oscar winner in
1957 for best foreign language film. Today Bagnoregio is
betrer known as a hulking village set on a crumbling chiff
that each vear becomes smaller. The own also is home o
the Piero Taruffi Museum and i collecdon of rare and
stunning antique cars, which 1 would have been embar-
rassed to visit if [ had not parked alongside the building in
my own rare and stunning antique. My favorites in the col-
lection were the Flaminias older cousins: a sky blue 1935
Lancia Aurelia B12,and 2 1939 Lancia Aprilia cabriolet that
belonged to the museum’s director and was just a few shades
creamier than a wedding dress.

After driving into Umbria and lodging at La Badia, a
hotel outside the town of Orvieto that was built in the sixth
century as an abbey, we spent the next morning 'n.f'lﬂs-i['irlll;r
Orvieto’s main piazza and its duomeo. To get there, we had
to thread the Lancia through narmow streets up a thousand-
foot cliff. Men with newspapers tucked under their arims
and women pushing baby carriages watched as we parked.
“I'm in lowve with your car!” one man told me. "It not
mine,” | admitted, He looked crestfallen, and 1 realized [ had
broken an unspoken rule. "OK, it is!™ [ said. His smile
returned, while his wife and mine shook their heads,

From Umbria, we continued |:|nrth_ﬂ:-]]m1.-'i:|1g the ancient
Wia Cassia into Tuscany. EnteringVal d"Orciar—a UNESCO

Woarld Heritage Site that inspired so many Renatsapce
landscape painters—we drove past undulating hills, ol
groves, castles, and fields of wheat (a5 much as halt of alys
pasta comes from this region’s semaolina). We continued past
the spa town of Bagno Vignoni, where the central piazza i
a massive pool of 123-degree water. In Montalcine, we
stretched our legs at Casato Prime Donne, owned by a
scion of the dei Barbi clan, but we enjoyed only a few tases
of the winerys Brunello because we still had L!r'l#':i:l'n‘.: to i
Finally, we stopped for the night in Siena, where our hotd
was a former palace buile in the 17th century for Pope
AlexanderVIs mece. The hotel was located across from the
headquarters of the Monte det Paschi di Siena. the worlds
oldest bank. At dinner, we drank more Brunello, atter reluc-
tantly bidding a ciae bella to the Lancia,

TALY BY VINTAGE CAR allows you to Ei‘r'itl;']'l '-'I.‘hll.".L'i dl"‘

ing a trip, and by the next morning Marce already had

loaded the Lancia onto his trailer and brought us a blue
1906 Alfa Romeo 1600 Spider Duetto Osso di Seppia,
Drriving her on Tuscany’s Strada Statale 222—better known
the Chiantigiana—I felt as though I had broken up with
my longtime girlfriend and replaced her with the fire
head-mener [ met. The Alfa was lithe and light ar juse 2_4ix)
pounds, and with its op down, we tore past castles, farm-
houses, vineyards, and orchards of prickly pears. The name
Osso di Seppia is Italian for “cuttlefish bone™ and refers
toe the long, rounded shape of the car’s mil. Designed by

The rolling hills of Val d'Orcia provided a picturesque backdrop to Tuscany’s ancient Via Cassla,
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